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The Celebration of New Ministry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to all as we come together to celebrate the gift of ministry 
 in Esquimalt United Church. It’s a gift in which we all share and 

 we are called to be nurtured and nourished by one another so that 
as a community of faith we might be a sign of hope in the world. 

 
 

We acknowledge with deep gratitude the Esquimalt and the Songhees 
peoples on whose traditional territory we gather to sing and pray  

and reflect and recommit ourselves to Creator. 
   
 
 

Gathering 
 
          Let Us Build a House   MV 1 
 
Gathering Words – Darlene Dawes: We joyfully gather to mark a new 
ministry relationship in Pacific Mountain Regional Council between 
Esquimalt United Church and The Rev. Dr. Laura Hermakin. We welcome 
any guests who are a part of our wider community and especially The Rev. 
Gail Miller, our Regional Minister. Today we commit to and celebrate how we 
are the church together. 
 
Advent Wreath Lighting – (Light first candle.)  
As we make our Advent journey, our time of eager anticipation and waiting 
for the arrival of one who helps us in our brokenness: brokenness within 
our lives, families, communities and world; we open our hearts 
and minds to divine Peace. Holy Breath, today we light a candle for peace 
in our world. May it burn brightly and warmly in our hearts. (Light 
second candle.) Enflamed by your expectant love, we gather willing 
to be stilled, yet willing to be moved. We come, so our lives might 
continue to be enlarged by you in greater fullness, kindness and joy for living. 



        A Candle is Burning vv1-2     VU 6 
 
Gathering Prayer – Barenda Jonel-Dupuis 
 
        Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands  MV 173 
 

Listening 
 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 1:68-79 – Elaine Hooper 
This is part of our story  We come seeking the way 
 

Reflection – Rev. Julianne Kasmer 
 
Music for Contemplation                      Brooke Maxwell 
 
          People Look East   VU 9 
 

Covenant in Ministry 
 
Statement of Living Faith Story – Search Committee 
 
Disbanding of the Search Team – Gail Miller: Would the members of the 
Search Team please stand? [Darlene Dawes, Chair; Elaine Hooper; Barenda 
Jonel-Dupuis; Selma Sheldon; Arthur Wright] The Pacific Mountain 
Regional Council and the members of Esquimalt United Church express our 
gratitude to the Search Team for your faithful service over the past months. 
Your commitment of time, faith and discernment has brought us all to this 
significant time and place. Thank-you for the completion of this work. 
 
Statement of This New Ministry – Rev. Gail Miller: We are here to join 
into a covenantal relationship with God and between Laura Jean Hermakin, 
Esquimalt United Church community of faith and the wider United Church 
as represented by Pacific Mountain Regional Council. Although God’s 
covenant with us never changes, our covenants with one another evolve 

as we seek ways to faithfully deepen our commitment to the Christ and live 
into our call to embody God’s love in the world. 
 
Darlene: After prayerful discernment, and the approval of Esquimalt United 
Church community of faith, we present Laura Jean Hermakin, who has been 
called to a ministry of word, sacrament and pastoral care in Esquimalt United 
Church community of faith. We believe that her skills and talents 
complement our faithful witness, ministry needs and community context. 
 
Gail: Laura, you are here in response to the call of Esquimalt United Church 
community of faith and Pacific Mountain Regional Council. We come 
together to mark this new relationship within our regional council for the 
sake of our shared ministry. Laura, you are undertaking the ministry of word, 
sacrament and pastoral care in this place. You, the members of this 
community of faith, are called to join Laura in worship, study, prayer and 
action. We, Pacific Mountain Regional Council, will be responsible for 
supporting this ministry. Let us pray for God’s grace as we covenant together: 
Uniting God, you call us into the church to accept the cost and joy 
of discipleship: to celebrate your presence, to live with respect in 
creation, to be your servants in the service of others, to seek 
justice and resist evil, to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at 
Christ’s table, to proclaim Jesus crucified and risen, our way and 
our hope. Send your Spirit to bind us in full communion so that we 
may be a uniting church embodying your love for the world. As 
one, we proclaim: In life, in death, in life beyond death, you are 
with us, we are not alone. Amen. 
 
          Your Love is Amazing   MV 26 
  
Promises of the New Minister 
Gail: Laura, do you, in the presence of this community of faith, take on the 
new trust and responsibility of ministering with Esquimalt United Church?  
I do.  
 



Gail: Will you accept the guidance of Pacific Mountain Regional Council and,  
together with its other members, be responsible for the health of Esquimalt 
United Church community of faith? I will. 
Gail: Will you share in the ministry goals and faith story of this community of 
faith? I will. 
Gail: Will you accept the support and encouragement of this community of 
faith and this regional council? I will. 
Gail: Will you work cooperatively with the wider church and wider 
community to embody God’s love in the world? I will. 
 
Promises of the Community of Faith 
Gail: Will you join with Laura Jean Hermakin in a ministry of worship, study, 
prayer and action within Esquimalt United Church community of faith, 
Pacific Mountain Regional Council and within the wider church? We will.  
Gail: Will you support her as she serves among you in this ministry? We 
will. 
 
Promises of Regional Council, Wider Church and Community 
Darlene: Will you, as our representative of Pacific Mountain Regional 
Council, join with Laura and this community of faith in the ministry that is 
both hers and ours? Gail: I will. 
 
        I Have Called You by Your Name  MV 161 
 
Presentation of Symbols – Representatives of the congregation then 
present symbols of the ministry of the whole people of God. 
 
Bible: Laura, take this Bible. Hold before us the story of God’s love and 
be among us as one who teaches and proclaims the word. I invite you all 
to join with me in proclaiming the gospel of hope and life. Amen. We 
have good news to share. 
 
Water: Laura, in the waters of baptism we share Christ’s resurrection as 
we are reborn by the Spirit. Be among us as one who baptizes into the  

community of the Christ. I invite you to join with me in rejoicing in our 
baptismal life and in nurturing the community of faith. Amen. May 
we all follow the way. 
 
Fun Item: Laura, we look to you to work with the committees and 
organizations of the Church and our community. Be among us in wisdom, 
humility, discernment and good humour as one who reminds us of our need 
to laugh together and enjoy one another. I invite you all to join with me in 
working for the building up of the community of faith and furthering the 
kin-dom of God. Amen. May we work and play in love, laughter and 
joy. 
 
Towel & Basin: Laura, we look to you to lead and encourage us to be an 
open and welcoming community. Be among us as one who seeks justice. I 
invite you all to join with me in welcoming all who would come into this 
community of faith. Amen. May we greet the Christ in all who come. 
 
Bread & Wine: Laura, we look to you to share with us and the whole 
Church in the breaking of bread as a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. Be 
among us to break bread and bless the cup, caring for those who hunger and 
thirst. I invite you all to join with me in celebrating communion together, in 
company with the whole Church. Amen. May we bless all and all be 
blessed in the breaking of bread. 
 
Gail: Laura Jean Hermakin and Esquimalt United Church community of 
faith, let all these be signs of the ministry that is and that will be in this 
community. Amen.  
Let us rejoice in the covenant we have made. 
 
The people may express their joy with applause, pealing of bells, or fanfare. 
 
          Behold, Behold I Make All Things New  MV 115 
 

 



Peace Sharing 
 
Sharing our Gifts: The Offering is Gathered 

(in support of the ministry and mission of the church) 
 
Offering Prayer: We bring you only what is yours, Creator, that 
you might use this offering and the givers for the building up of 
your kin-dom. Amen. 
 
Offering Song:           Deep in Our Hearts                   MV 154 
 
Communion 
Spirit is among us! The poor hear good news! The captives are 
released! The blind see! The oppressed go free! These are the ways 
of justice! These are the signs of God’s jubilee!  
 
We give you thanks, God of peace and promise. Through the words of your 
prophets and the faith of your followers you prepare the way and bring hope 
to birth. And though we often grow weary of waiting, your signs call us to 
keep watch for that day when all things shall be made new. In assurance of 
this hope, we join with all the company of heaven and earth to give you 
praise: 
 

Creator of all things, nature gives thanks and your creatures 
give thanks. Your praise rises in us like the great river. 
Creator, Provider, we thank you in the name of the Christ. 

 
Let’s remember together that vision of Love shown to us in Jesus at the table, 
as we do what Jesus did as he gathered with friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks, broke the bread and gave it to his friends, inviting them and us to 
“Take, eat; and remember.” Then he took a cup and said, “Take, drink; 
remember.” 
 

Holy Mystery, we unite in this covenant of faith, as we break bread and share 
a cup, giving thanks for your love in the Christ. We spread your table with 
these gifts of the earth and our labour and present to you our very lives, 
committed to your service on behalf of all people. We remember the 
Christ, who is, was, and is to come. Spirit, unite us at this table and 
strengthen us to live the way of the Christ in the world. 
 
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all 
partake of the one bread. Divine Love breaks down walls that make us 
strangers to ourselves and divide us from one another. We are one body. 
At this table we bear witness to our faith. At this table, Spirit brings 
wholeness out of brokenness and healing to our world. Let us break 
bread together. 
 
Creator, may we who share this bread live ever in hope; we, who 
drink of this cup, bring peace to others; we, whom Spirit lights, 
give joy to the world. Fill us with your love that we and all creation 
will live to praise your name. Amen. Alleluia! 
 
Communion Songs: 

         I Come with Joy      VU 477    
         It's a Song of Praise to the Maker    MV 30 

 
Prayer after Communion: Spirit gives us new life as we are nourished 
with holy things. May we each exercise the ministry to which we are called as 
we go forward seeking the way. Amen. 
 

Work and Life of EUC 
 
Sending Forth: 
         My Love Colours Outside the Lines  MV 138 
 
 
 


